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But ever all of this hangs Berlin. I don't 
want to be abroad. If I have to defend action of which 
1 do not approve.; I do not agree with an alleged re- 
mark of yours that Kr. K is bluffing. He has, I believe 
sensed weakness and division In the West and intends to ' 
exploit it to the|hilt. It wouldn't take more than an 
error to two on feach side to carry us over the edgp 
into nuclear 'War. ; Or we could panic /into an abject" 
acceptance of, 1 K'slteras. ' "We" includes our allies. 
Last weekend | jhad over seven hours with Joseph (Frantz 
Joseph, to be ^orrect) Strauss. It was not reassuring 
Not that he wpfs ready to quit, but rather he Just hadn't 
thought the crisis through and was full of fears at one 
moment and utterly extravagant expectations of our nuclear 
power. In mjj judgment we shall have to run grave danger 
of war by preparations for ground action -- in whirh most 
soldiers (Mafc\*Taylor excepted) to not believe — to con- 
vince K thaflby pressing too far he (might force us Into 
a nuclear fi<e*vponse. Only In this way do I think that he 
can be brought to a truly sensible and tolerable nego- 
tiating state of mind. 

affectionate greetings. 
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